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Reading
sounds
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1. Middle Consonants
fn ) o) ) U q o)
koo coo doo  too boo poo oo

a. Middle consonants with long vowel 1 without a tone mark
m N o e 11 1 a

(kaa) (caa) (daa) (taa) (baa) (paa) (aa)

analysis:

Long vowels with middle class consonants without a tone mark are pronounced as mid

tone.

b. Middle consonants with tone mark (méay eek 1331671)

m Q¥ oM 20 11 1 21

(kaa) (caa) (daa)  (taa) (baa) (paa) (aa)
analysis:
Long vowels with middle consonants with méay eek (13? Lan)are pronounced as low tone.

c. Middle consonants with tone mark (méay thoo13ﬁ°n)

m Q1 a1 20 julp 11 21

(kaa) (caa) (daa)  (taa) (baa) (paa) (aa)

analysis:

Ve
Long vowels with middle consonants with maay thoo (18T[ﬂ)are pronounced as falling

tone.



d. Middle Consonants with tone mark (méay trii vlaffm‘%)

m N o o n ih o
(kaa) (caa) (daa)  (tada) (bdaa) (paa) (ada)
analysis:

Long vowels with middle consonants with méay trii (137@1’%)are pronounced as high tone.

e. Middle consonants with tone mark (me’aay cat ta waa 1831/561'3'1)

+ + + + + + +

m N ol Al 11 11 an
(kaa) (cda) (dda)  (tda) (bda) (paa) (da)
analysis:

Long vowels with middle consonants with méay cat ta waa (13?'31’ "71)are pronounced as
rising tone.
Note: As you might have noticed, these rules are quite simple in that what you see or write is

what you hear. It is true to the form and true to the sound as these tone marks represent the

sounds you hear.

form mid tone | low tone | falling tone | high tone |rising tone
m m m m m
sound mid low falling high rising

Revision

Read aloud and think about how you put the tone marks and how these words are
written. Remember the rules we have just learned and make sure that you pronounce the
consonants correctly.

1. ™M 2. 11 3. 6N 4. A 5.

(24 v

6. 1 7. 1N

¥

8. 11 9. 81 10.9M



Let’s check the answers and find out about the meaning of the words.
1. M (mid tone) = crow
2. ‘JJIW (low tone) = forest, wood , jungle
3. ¢ (mid tone) = maternal grandfather, eye
4. @Iw (low tone) = to swear, to tell people off
5. 51 (falling tone) = particle in Thai used with both genders when people are
close to each other e.g. between boyfriend and girlfriend, husband and wife and
the elder use with the younger.
6. ﬂvﬁ (high tone) = daddy esp. for Chinese people in Thailand.
7. ﬂw (falling tone) = to be crazy, to be mad
8. 'ulw (low tone) = shoulder
9. 57 (falling tone) = to be ajar
10.&31 (low tone) = sergeant

Exercise

Below is the phonetic transcription. Make sure that you consult the reference if you

cannot remember.

1.kaa |2.dada |3.taa |4.baa |5.paa |6.aa 7. caa




Answer Key

1. M (mid tone; no tone mark) = crow

2. @9{1 (falling tone; méay thoo) = no meaning; but to illustrate that this sound is
allowed in Thai and this is how it is written.

3. @ﬁ (falling tone; méay éek) = no meaning

4. 11 (mid tone; no tone mark) = no meaning

5. ‘1J+1 (rising tone; méay cat ta waa) = sugar daddy

6. 81 (mid tone; no tone mark) = uncle or aunt

7. ﬁalw (low tone; méay \eek) = sergent

Let’s practise some of the long monopthong vowels.

Before that let’s look at the vowels and try to remember how they are written in Thai
and their position.

Note: __ represents the position of the consonant.

_ (i)

a o a a a a
A 3 6 & T i 3
4 A 4 4 A ' o
A 3 6 & T i 3
P P P P P % &
a 3 6 & T i o)
g g g g 2 o g
a 3 f & T i 3
b (ee)
b b3 LA L6 by b1 )
b b3 LA L6 by K1) 1)



bR b9 A b6 by b b
Mmoow e e w Wl e
Mmoow e e W W e
t__ (aa)
b bba bb® b bl bba b8
W wa e e Wl wal Wwa
LL;{ LL; u,c; LL(; u,aj LLJ u,';
wn wa e wa wal wal wa
wn wa W wa wa wal wa
Exercise

If you feel confident about the tone rules as regards mid class

consonants, do the exercise below. An example has been done for you.
(k6o) = ln=to be trendy
Make sure you put correct tone marks, and appropriate consonants

according to the phonetic transcription.

1.kaa |2.pée |[3.boo |4.di 5. 00 6. pdo |7.Kii




Answer Key

1. ké_a LLTQWJ to correct, to make right, to rectify

2. pée L‘]j to limp, to jerk

3. boo Ty ribbon

4. Ci1 % 1. to hold up is usually used in the case of hijacking but in Thai it
has to have the word airplane or passanger(s) or person after
this word.

5. @ éa exclamation to mean understand, realise

6. pé_O Iﬂv to be naked, to be unclothed

7. Kii

how many + classifier

/)i

Time to think about tones rules

Before we move on to the new chapter, let's answer some of the questions below:

a. Name of middle consonants

b. Name some of the long vowels you know.

c. summarise the rules:

Answer:

For a and b answers, please refer to the reference.

Middle consonants followed by long vowels with 4 tone marks : méay eek (), méay thoo
¥ (24 +

(..), maay trii (..) and maay cat ta waa ( ..) are written and pronounced as they are written; and

when writing with no tone mark will be pronounced as mid tone. In other words, what you see is

what you hear—form and sound are the same; they are true to the sound and true to the form.



2. low consonants
3 % F\ | 5 a )
ngoo noo moo yoo roo loo woo

a. low consonants with long vowel 1 without a tone mark

N 7y EXg 3p N M el
(ngaa)  (naa) (maa) (yaa) (raa) (laa) (waa)
analysis:

Long vowels with low consonants without a tone mark are pronounced as mid tone.

b. Low consonants with tone mark (méay eek hffl,aﬂ)

N W X & el M M
(ngaa) (naa) (maa) (yaa) (rda) (laa) (waa)
analysis:

Long vowels with low consonants with méay eek are pronounced as falling tone.

c. Low consonants with tone mark (méay thoo Iaﬁﬂ)

% 1% % % -4 % %

N 121 EN &N N an N
(ngaa)  (naa) (méda) (yaa) (rda) (laa)  (waa)
analysis:

Long vowels with low consonants with méay thoo are pronounced as high tone.



In this class there are only ‘three’ forms and ‘three’ sounds that we can write - the forms
are: 1. consonant with long vowel and no tone mark; 2. consonant with long vowel with méay

eek ; 3. consonant with long vowel and maay thoo. These are pronounced mid, falling and

high tones respectively. There are no forms written with maay | form mid tone | low tone | falling tone

v

trii (c/)or maay cat ta waa (+) as the chart shows. < W W w

Revision mid falling high
- sound @

Read aloud and think about how you put the tone marks

and how these words are written. Remember the rules we have

just learned and make sure that you pronounce the consonants correctly.

1. 2. 8N 3.7 4. N 5.

v ¥

6. 7. AN 8. AN 9. W 10. W

Let’s check the answers and find out about the meaning of the words.

1.1 mid tone (ngaa) 1. tusk, ivory

2. ¢ falling tone (Yéa) paternal grandmother

3.9 |mid tone (raa) fungus, mold

4.3 | mid tone (laa) 1. to say good-bye, to take leave

5.8 falling tone (laa) 1. to hunt, to hunt someone down

6. 47 |high tone (maa) horse

7.31 |mid tone | (maa) to come

8. 71 falling tone (waa) 1. to tell sombody off, to scold, to reprimand, to nag
9. ¥ high tone (naa) aunt or uncle

10. W1 |mid tone (naa) rice farm




Exercise

Below are the phonetic transcriptions. Make sure that you consult the reference if

you cannot remember.

1. mOO |2. nii

3. 100 |4.yoo |5.160 6. maa |7.mii

Answer Key

1. moOo Iﬁj to boast, to brag

2. nii ﬁ This (as subject); it is used without noun e.g. what is this?= ﬁaﬂ‘i
3. 100 39 to wait

4. yoO 2)) 1. to flatter, to sweet-talk, to praise to excess

5 1()_0 E;a 1. wheel e.g. car wheel, bicycle wheel, lorry wheel

6. maa LLSJ mother

7. mii 5 to have




Time to think about tone rules

Before we move on to the new chapter, let's answer some of the questions below:

a. Name of low consonants

b. Name some of the long vowels you know.

c. summarise the rules:

Answer:
For a and b answers, please refer to the reference.

Low consonants are followed by long vowels and there are only 2 tone marks to
1 [-7%4

be used, which are méay eek (.), (. .)méay thoo. With the méay eek on the low

consonant, it will be pronouced as a falling tone and with the méay thoo, it will be

pronounced as a high tone. Without a tone mark, it will be pronounced as a mid tone.

Revision
Choose the best answers.

1. Which answer has all the consonants in the same class?

a. n 9 9 Ey q
b. n 9 9 e 1
C. %} E{ 3 g a
d. 4 EX gl ) 9

10



2. Which one has all the answers with the same tone - in terms of

the sound you hear?

Q
*
5
o
>
s
i}
O
>
3
5

b. A %) 3 @ 30
C. W N £ i WS
d. in 4 L6 Lhe] L6

3. Which one has all the anwers with the falling tone - in terms of the

sound you hear?

a. ua o) Liih 1 W
b.% & wm @ e
c.un 3@ ®®  usl un
d. T T 19 e m

4. Which one has all the answers which has 2 words with the falling

tone and 3 words with the high tone respectively.

' A
a. ud 3 L3 L n
b. wn b LheJ g A
v b2 (2% é/ v
C. W (G o 3 LA
d. 21 A f Tn 11
Answer key

1. C - they all belong to low class consonants.

2.C - fi]vw and 5 are mid class consonants and the rest are low class consonants.
3.d. - I@? and LLG; are mid class consonants and the rest are low class consonants.
4. b - LLT’? and ‘]j’] are mid class consonants and the rest are low class

11



Some vowels

Look at the following sentences below. Read and put the tone marks by using

phonetic symbols

long vowel Example
1 m
B i
A A
ae
n
U Y

In

b X
T, 1. 1, Ta, ¥
(same sound)
b Lhd
a el
b b3
N i

sentence LN ﬁ W GL‘H, 1M
1 2 3. 4 5
sentence L3N L2 AN 1N ENR
6 7. 8. 9 10
sentence 51;1,1, U0 90 ﬁ J
U
11 12 13 14 15

12



Answer key

| - |
T X W T 1h
1.masa 2. mii 3. naa 4. nay spa‘a
mother have rice field in forest

v %
L3N LN ENR 11 ENG)
6. raw 7. aw 8. maa 9.basa 10. maa
we to take horse to be mad, crazy to come
1 \ X

1 Wl W H N
11.nay 12. naa 13. na'a 14. mii 15. Nnguu
in rice field aunt to have snake
( father younger sister)

Exercise: Thai Vowels

Write the words below in Thai and make sure that you have put the position of the vowels, the consonants and the tone marks in the rigth place. An

example has been done for you.

transcription Thai script your answer

baa ] ﬂ? (to be crazy, mad)
1. dii -

2. rau 5

3. cuung g

4. kooy 1.

5. klay 1.a

6. klay 1 &

7. way e

8. kée L

9- naa Lh...

10. 160 a

11. naw LA

12. cam 2

13




Answer key

transcription answer meaning
1. dii a to be good
2. I'fl_u %@ to ransack
3. cuung o to lead somebody, something

? to hold sombody’s hand

4. k00y Iﬂﬂ to scoop up, to pile up
5. kléy ‘Iﬁg to be near
6. klay na to be far
7. way e age
8. kée L‘r: to be fake, forged, phoney
9. naa LL,‘HL to be certain, sure
10. 1@ ga to tease, fool, make fun of
11. Nnaw L‘Liﬂ to be rotten, decaying
12. cCam N to memorise, remember

By now you are familair with the middle and low consonants. These consonants can be seen as final

consonants. However, for the purpose of this lesson - the low consonants will be illustrated.

SRR UN NREN ENRp] N3 M7 817 U

baan naang ngaam maan raaw daaw yaaw baang

to bloom Mrs. tobe pretty, |evil, satan |to estimate, |star tobelong |some, any

beautiful row, line

QY au No an Blth G114 na Uax

khiim luum muu Idun yaun tiun kluun plaum

tongs, pliers |to forget hand tobeslippery | to hand in to wake up |toswallow | tobe chuffed,
delighted,
ecstatic

! 1 las Tem Tun Tuw Ina lise)

nuun puun coon yoon noon néon phloo prooy

to bulge, cement thief, to throw there, over turther away | to appear witho | to scatter

puff up burglar there than there ut warning

14




1%

+

T X N U ab U e 61
wan man kan ran lan pan ria tia
day potato, it together, to be to be loud to sculpt to leak ticket
each other stubborn,
headstrong,
pig-headed
(AREN (N2 b b LA b YN bb&J LAY
keem chén sén Ién laan raang yaang naan
game for example |line, thread, |to play to move strength to snatch to be crowd
contacts, along, run ed, packed
backing along
Gk 3akN o N Gl ZaN) Uaau wWaee
l6om yoom poon toong loong néong ploom pluay
to surround, |to givein, to spoon fee | must, to try out younger to be fake, |to be naked,
fence resign, endure, | 4 have to person copy,tobe | nude,
to yield, to be
submissive phoney unclothed
b b kLN v 29 LN (A LN
kaw kaw baw paw naw daw taw maw
to be old to itch, to to be light in | to blow e.g. |to berotten |to second stove to be drunk
scratchon | weight candle guess
the body
Y 79 N aL 3y e i o
nam tam ram classifier for |yam yam plam cam
to bring to grind e.g. |to dance something |to mix e.g. to trot to wrestle, |to memorise
with pestal oblong salad. rape (inf.) |, recall,
shaped remember
Note b.....1 and ....7 do not need final consonants.

2. All the vowels we have learned so far can be part of ‘live syllables’ as opposed to ‘dead

syllables’. Live syllables mean that once you pronounce this sound you can continue pronouncing it as

long as you can. For example, i € @ O U in English or ...1

...08 b...

. and etc. Dead

syllables mean once you pronounce you cannot continue pronouncing it. Normally, they are either short

vowels or have middle consonants- N1 @ @ @ U @ as final consonants.

3. Low class consonants as final consonants can be seen as ‘live syllables’. For example, b &

9 & 8 Q. However,9 and & with a vowel as final consonants are pronounced as 1.

15




Revision
Look at the following vowels below and add initial and final consonants. Write down as many words as you can think of.

Example:

....1 with low class consonants

your answer willbe 37 81 &1 21 &1 W1 9

1. ...1 with low consonants and méay Eek(vlﬁl,aﬂ).

2. 1.1 with middle consonants

3. .. with méay thoo (vl,iﬂ‘ﬂ) - you have to think of consonants and the tones you will hear.

4. ...» with final consonants that are considered as ‘live syllables’

(&3]

. b..1 with the low tone - you have to think of consonants and the tones you will hear.

6. .1 with low consonants

7. I with low consonants as final consonants

8. .. & either with middle and low consonants as initial consonants.

16



3. Low consonant with high consonant counterparts

Look at the chart below. The place of articulation (where you pronounce the sound) is the same, but the

tones are different. How are the low and high consonants pronounced and what tones are used?

Low class consonants High class consonants
A khoo 29 khoo
A1 a1 A1 91 U1 U1
khaa khaa khaa khaa khaa khaa
% choo % choo
B U1 B 'y 1 1
chaa chaa chaa chda chaa chaa
g S00 & soo
41 Cil| il &N &N &N
saa saa sda sda saa saa
W phoo W phoo

1 (-7 1 v
NI NI NI AN W1 W1
phaa phaa phaa phda phaa phaa
W foo W o0

1 (-7 1 v
W W A T e T A
faa faa faa faa faa faa
7 thoo 8 thdo
MM M N1 a1 131 13}
thaa thaa thaa thia thaa thaa
# hoo % hoo
81 81 81 M M 1M1
haa haa héaa haa haa haa

17




Analysis

The low and high consonants are pronounced the same , but with different tones: low

class consonants are pronounced with level or mid tone; high class consonants with the high

tone. Together they can form 5 tones as the chart is shown below:

mid tone |low tone falling tone |high tone |rising tone
&) &) &) &) &)
form 25 |[a1.&S 9 &5 6;1 mes oS N.2<
sound@ khaa@ khéa@ khéa@ khéa@ khéa@

To combine these two classes, we are able to pronouce 5 tones. Notice the falling tone

sound can be written either with low consonant or high consonant, however; the tone marks

are different. You might have noticed that now these classes do not always conform to the rule

“what you hear is what you write.’; only a(khaa) from low consonants, 21(khaa)

and21(khaa) from high consonants are spelled and pronounced the same. The rest are

not. 21(khaa) - one can argue that since the consonant by itself is pronounced with the rising

tone mark (..), there is no need to put the rising tone mark; it can be made redundant.

Note: The rules we have learned so far are ‘Live syllable rules’

There are other consonants from each class, wihich represent the same sound. Here

they are:

low class consonants

high class consonants

1. A, A, Fl(obsolete)

, <(obsolete)

2. %4, & R

3. f § @
4. N, A A

5.9, 5, N, & 0, 3

6. W o

7. 9 "

18




Dead syllable vowels and sounds

So far we have learned “live syllable rules”, which either have long vowels e.g. ... .. 1.
L.... th... etc. or have low class consonants without pairs with high class consonants: 3 1%
& 98 ¥ Y 2 as final consonants regardless of whether the vowels are either short or
long, since the final consonants will determine the rules of the tones. What you have to
remember is that each class has its own rules. If you cannot remember go over the rules you
have learned.

What are dead vowels?

What it means is once you pronounce it you cannot draw out the sound or prolong it.
You can pronounce or articulate this sound only once. And all the dead vowels that you

pronounce are pronounced with low tone whereas the long vowels you pronounce with level

or mid tone.
short |..... 2 PO P e Loy e |wg i Wlee ey |
a 1 a O 0 e a |0 l|ila |ua jua
long .0 |5 | ] o® b (e [l oy [Ce
aa |ii |uu 00 |00 |ee |aa |aw |lay |ua |ua

Look at the chart below.
As you can see, all the short vowels in this chart are pronounced with low tone; and

there are two written forms that are pronounced the same: ...a¢ and ..1%. The other rule to
remember is that whenever you see this vowel & either as part of other vowels or is in itself a

vowel, it means that you cannot put any final consonant.

Since we know that all the consonants can be final consonants. Live consonsonants
belong to the group of low class consonants without their pairs from high class
consonants we thus can argue that the rest of the consonants are dead consonants.

Dead sounds are the sounds which are similar to the English ones: P T K. However, we
need to remember that in Thai, once you pronounce these sounds we don’t explode them like
the way you pronounce in English. Once you pronouce the sound you stop; the sound then will
be inside your mouth rather than outside in the air. That is why when you hear Thai people
speak, they tend not to pronounce these sounds clearly according to English standard as Thai
don’t have these explosive sounds towards the end of the word. For example, the words ‘tip’

‘sit’ and ‘kick’ we tend to say without exploding the sounds p, t, k.

19



Dead syllable rules

What we have learned so far is Live syllable rules for 3 classes. Make sure that you
remember before moving on to dead syllable rules. If you think you are ready this is what we

are going to look at.

Middle consonant rules

Remember the consonants first, which are N QA @ ;] @ {] U 1 8. (bold ones

represent the same sound of the ones that are italicised.) Notice: there are two rules that can be said

Let’s look at the chart below. to be true to the form and true to the sound:

the falling tone sound and falling tone mark;

I t f ” t h ht and the high tone sound and the high tone
Oow fone a Ing one Ig one mark. The other one has the form without the

@ @ @ tone mark, but is pronounced as low tone.

However, we cannot write this tone and put

v 6v
the low tone mark, since we can make it
form 25 |Ug 1 1Y |
redundant so U¢ is wrong. And we cannot
@ @ @ @ have mid and rising tones since we cannot
sou nd ba ba ba have these 2 forms and pronouce these 2

sounds.To sum up we cannot pronounce this
class with 5 tones like the live syllable rules
which can be written according to what you

hear - “true to the form true to the sound’s

Let’s practise other vowels and other consonants.

rules”.
nn an an @an 1n in
e 10 Ma Ma 116 e

Tun Toa Tan Tan Tan Tdn

An AN an én Gan ¢6n

&y v ly an an Gn
Analysis:
Mid class + dead final consonant (regardless of the length of the vowel) + no tone mark = low tone
Mid class + dead final consonant (regardless of the length of the vowel) + maay thoo = falling tone
Mid class +dead final consonant (regardless of the length of the vowel) + maay trii = high tone

20



Low consonant rules

Dead syllable rules

Remember the consonants first, which are J W&t H 3 aW g ‘Ey 7 ; and

A TN NSTN&H WA W o &

high falling tone falling high tone
A tone@ @ 5 tone@ @
form 25 |ayv.2S @Iz/@ form 25 |an&S AnN.&s
sound@ khé@ kha@ sound@ khaak@ khéak@

Let’s look at the two charts below.

Can you spot the differences between these two charts?

Although they all produce falling tone and high tone only, the forms are written

differently - A: short vowels with low class consonants can have two forms and

two sounds only namely: @&, which is pronounced as high tone: notice there is no tone

mark; and fz,which is pronounced as falling tone: notice the tone mark—méay eek.

B: long vowels with low class consonants and dead sounds as final consonants

can have two forms as well, which are @10 and @1n. These two words are

pronounced as falling tone and high tone respectively:notice the two forms of these

words—one without the tone mark, the other with méay thoo

Let’s practise other vowels and other consonants.

N
i
Ma
oNla)

I@‘Iﬂ

£n TN
fin in
£16) W16
£ o
19n Tn
Ton Tn
7z Y
iy WLl

21
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. Dead syllable rules
High consonant rules

Remember the consonants first, which are ¥ & 8 §, W &6y W

- these consonants have their pairs with their low class consonants that we have

seen earlier. Let’'s look at the chart below.

Notice: As you might have noticed the one that is true

to the form and true to the sound is the falling tone
¥

mark and falling tone sound 2; the low tone sound

IOW falllng tone has the form without the low tone mark. We might form
@ @ the hypothesis that since the short vowel is pronounced
tone as low tone it can be made redundant with the high
> consonants. In other words, no low tone mark is
form g sﬂgg sﬂgg required. It then is wrong to write W&. Also, remember
that only two forms and two sounds can be produced in
N A this class. No mid tone sound, no high tone sound,
sound @ [kha@ kha @) g
and no rising tone sound can be produced.

Let’s practise other vowels and other consonants.

Uy A Dy N W R Ny
2 o e e bl @ e
N6 A6 N NN Al & ML
9 e N e ) al L
lag 16N Ty lain lan T X
LN LG LAG) LN LG LG 16N
LLE®) LN LLIAT LLNT) LT LaIn LR
Al Al Al a1 %6 2 26
Hioe 26 Hae Bnlg a6 Dae Hee
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Silent w

Letter W (from the high class consonants class) can change the tones of low class
consonants without pairs (high class consonants), whichare: N1 Wb 4 9 @ & €U
and this i can be preceded either by live or dead syllable words.

Note: silent VI cannot precede the low class consonants which pair up with high class

consonants or any mid class consonants.

Under Live syllable rules

W1 U YN B9 ¥an nEN 'Hﬂj\']

Analysis: follow the high class rule the result will be:

High class consonant + live syllables rule + no tone mark = rising tone

W1 MUl i1 K91 va uen vl
Analysis: follow the high class rule the result will be:

High class consonant + live syllables rule + maay éek = low tone

Notfte: in this case ai cannot be followed by silent u, there is no such word.

1 74

M1 “un 123 nan uan

Analysis: follow the high class rule the result will be:

High class consonant + live syllable rule + maay thoo = falling tone

23



Silent #

Under Dead syllables rules

PRI NUR N nan UIA
IR UUIA UUIR $%ann %216

Analysis: follow the high class rule the result will be:

High class consonant + dead syllables rule + no tone mark = low tone
Nofte: regardless of the length of a vowel—these two groups follow the same rule.
Also, there are no forms for & gy eu and silent 3 can only have this rule (no form for

the ones with maay éek (lfivan).

Let’s practise more words.

nan U %A MRER NIA TIA
“av U NnUE uil V) T19
nau wIu NaR nay nan N

Can you summarise the rules of both live and dead syllable rules?
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Listen to these words and put the following words in the right place; some of them may be correct. Make sure that you put them in the correct

Review of Live syllable rules

tones, not the correct spellings. You may draw an arrow to a correct column.

® lo 0) e &
mid tone | low tone |falling tone| high tone |rising tone
. m 2. M
3. 4 N 5. a0
6. U 7.9 8. 5. N 10.
11. N8B 12. 78 13. o
14. T 15. 1 16. 1
17. LN 18. LiN 19, N9
20. \§e 21, e
2. 138 23, \Fp 24,158
24. 6 2. ¢
26. W18 27. B8l 28. We 29. W18
30. 1" 31, 1
32. N 33,
34. B 35, ‘1/94:@ 36. ﬁ!u 37. Wb
38, aja 39. &9 40. 14
41. &g 42. ¥ 43. &8
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Review of Dead syllable rules

Listen to these words and put the following words in the right place; some of them may be correct. Make sure that you put them in the

correct tones, not the correct spellings. You may draw an arrow to the correct column.

® lo ) c &
mid tone low tone | falling tone | high tone | rising tone
1. A% 2. QY
3. U 4. WE
5. 9N 6. NN
7. 910 8. 91N
9. UG 10. 146
U L1
=
11. 196 12. 9
13. LA 14, 16N%
15. 1MY 16. N6 17. NE
18. U6 19. @16
= A A
20. 26 21. 19DY 22. 96
23. %6 24. 9N
25. 10
26. B@ 27. H@)
28. g1 29. £I6)
30. §16) 31, 1Y
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Exercise on analysing rules: Listen to the words below and tick in appropriate boxes.

word class vowel final consonnant tone sound
mark
Mid long live dien (O___ mid___
T. AN High short dead 11,312 O— low____
Low no T3 O__ fallin
- I Tivan O__ _ 9—
no high____
"’ZTJ Mid long live dien (O___ mid___
2. A\l High short dead vl’i’iaﬂ O— low____
303 ) .
Low no s N falling___
NN () high
no .
rising___
Mid long live Yien O___ mid___
3. 1 High short dead :lf‘j“ﬂ O— low___
Low no Ula:zlf C),,_ falling__
NN () high
no______ .
rising__
Ny Mid long live e ()___ mid___
4. Plo High short dead 1133102 O— low___
303 ) .
Low no s N falling__
NN () high
no
: Mid long live Yaen O___ mid___
5. AN High short dead 1133102 O— low____
i3 ) .
Low no s N falling___
NN () high
no______ .
rising__
Mid long live e ()___ mid___
6. 1A High short dead 1’?2 O— low____
503 O)__ .
Low no w5 . falling___
09N (___ high
no
¥ Mid long live dien ()___ mid___
7. g1¢g High short dead 113312 O— low____
503 O)__ .
Low no s . falling___
NN ()___ high
no_____ .
rising__
o Mid long live dfen O mid___
8 . EJ m High short dead :lﬁiﬂ O— low____
Low no Ula:zlf C),,_ falling__
NN () high
no

rising___




word class vowel final consonnant | tone mark sound
Y 0
Mid long live dfon (O__ mid___
9. {Tﬂ High short dead 13?2 O— low____
303 ¢)__ ,
Low no 4 N falling__
AN () high
no
- Mid long live Yaen O___ mid___
10. §< High short dead 13?2 O— low___
303 ¢)__ ,
Low no 4 N falling__
AN () high
no
+ . . % ' .
Mid long live aen OJ____ mid____
T1.37 High short dead T &__ low___
a3 &) .
Low no, i . falling___
NI ()__ high
no
o Mid long live dfen O___ mid___
Te tne High short dead T &__ low___
a3 &) .
Low no, w5 . falling___
NN ()__ high
no
Mid long live dion ()___ mid___
13. MU High short dead 13?2 O— low____
3ias ¢)__ ,
Low no 4 N falling__
AN () high
no
: Mid long live dion ()___ mid___
T4. 97% High short dead 13?2 O— low____
3ias ¢)__ ,
Low no 4 N falling__
AN () high
no
%) . . l'l Y . .
B\I Mid long live en O mid___
15. an High short dead 13?2 O— low____
3ias ¢)__ ,
Low no 4 N falling__
AN () high
no .
rising__
‘1/\| Mid long live dfen O___ mid___
16. WIn High short dead T &__ low___
a3 &) .
Low no, w5 . falling___
NI ()__ high
no______ .
rising__
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Can you summarise the tones rules after doing the exercise?

summary of the tone rules: Live syllable rules

1. Mid consonants can be pronounced....... tones:
which are:
2. Mid consonants can have............tone marks:
which are:

3. Are all of them true to the forms, true to the sounds?
In other words, is what you hear what you write?

summary of the tone rules: Live syllable rules

. Low consonants can be pronounced....... tones:
which are:
2. Low consonants can have.......m...tONe marks:
which are:

3. Are all of them true to the forms, true to the sounds?
In other words, is what you hear what you write?

summary of the tone rules: Live syllable rules

|. High consonants can be pronounced .. tones:
which are:
2. High consonants can have......m. tone marks:

which are:

3. Are all of them true to the forms, true to the sounds?
In other words, is what you hear what you write?

29

summary of the tone rules: Dead syllable rules

1. Mid consonants can be pronounced...... tones:
which are:
2. Mid consonants can have..........tONe marks:

which are:

3. Are all of them true to the forms, true to the sounds?
In other words, is what you hear what you write?

summary of the tone rules: Dead syllable rules

|. Low consonants can be pronounced........ tones:
which are:
2. Low consonants can have.....o...tone marks:
which are:

3. Are all of them true to the forms, true to the sounds?
In other words, is what you hear what you write?

summary of the tone rules: Dead syllable rules

|. High consonants can be pronounced...... tOnes:
which are:
2. High consonants can have........c.....tONe marks:
which are:

3. Are all of them true to the forms, true to the sounds?
In other words, is what you hear what you write?




Look at the following words and formulate the rules.

1. g nane T 738

2. e van sl Vi3

3. 9N a%' e 287

A s Sr £

5. 3¢ o) Ae U

6. 11N 3N WIN WL

7. an e 1

8. & ) 2 A

9. M m m m m

10. 2N °Ii’1 an M . e
11.00 A 116 1% 216 1%
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Exercise A: Look at the following consonants and number the ones which are low class consonants (without pairs).

O 6

:
5 Al

1. How many can you find? And which ones represent the same sounds as initial consonants and which ones

&
D
<>

represent the same sounds as final consonants?

2. These groups of consonants when they become final consonants, are they considered under live or dead syllable

rules, and why?

Exercise B: Match the pairs of each low class consonant - they pair up with high class consonants.

low class consonants high class consonants
1. A, A R

2. 9, &l W

3. A

4. N, AN A

5.1 5 N, & n

6. W 9, 3

7. & & 69

Can you give the reason why they are paired up? Clue: think about the sound and the place of articulation.
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Exercise C: Make up some words from both groups of consonants. You have to use the vowels and tone marks given in

the third column. However, you have to think carefully whether all the vowels can be used in all these cases.

low class consonants

high class consonants

vowels and tone marks

(Icc) (hce)
1.0, 4 9 1 and I =
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
2. 9, &l > 1 and no tone mark =
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hce)
3. &, ¢, ¥ 1 and =
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
4. N, A A 1and =
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
5N 6§, N & f Tand =
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
6. W W vand =
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
7. 9 ] 1 and .
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
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low class consonants high class consonants vowels and tone marks
8. 9 b and =
(Icc)
9. %, ™ “ and no tone mark =
(Icc)
10. d and =
[ UG
(Icc)
1.9 “a and =
(Icc)
12. 8, W Tand =
(Iec)
13. 8, 8 1and =
(Icc)

1. How many tones can you make in low class consonants?

2. Do you use live or dead syllable rules?

3. How many tone marks can you use in low class consonants?

.l;

. How many tones can you make in high class consonants?

5. Do you use live or dead syllable rules?

6. How many tone marks can you use in high class consonants?

7. If you put the pairs of each class, namely high class and low class pairs, how many tone marks can you put and

how many tones can you hear?

8. Do you think you understand the rules of these groups under the live syllable rules?
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Exercise A: Look at the following consonants and number the ones which are mid class consonants.
jJ :
3 @

1. How many can you find? And which ones represent the same sounds?

2. These groups of consonants when they become final consonants, are they considered under live or dead syllable

rules, and why?

3. Which consonant can be seen as a vowel as well?

Exercise B:  Which of the following vowels below are long vowels and why?

I - bb...

ee
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Exercise C: Make up some words from both groups of consonants. You have to use the vowels and tone marks given in

the third column. However, you have to think carefully whether all the vowels can be used in all these cases.

mid class low class high class vowels and tone marks
consonants consonants consonants
(mcc) (Icc) (hce)
1. N A U 1and =
(mcc)
tone you hear:
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
2. 9 %, Bl D 1 and no tone mark =
(mcc)
tone you hear:
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hce)
3.8, ] o, f, 1 1and =
(mcc)
tone you hear:
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
4. 0, 3 N, a A 1andw=
(mcc)
tone you hear:
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
5. U N 5 €N & 3] 7and =
(mcc)
tone you hear:
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
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mid class low class high class vowels and tone marks
consonants consonants consonants
(mcc) (Icc) (hce)
6. U w | 1and @ as final consonant =
(mcc)
tone you hear:
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
7.9 5] n t and I ¢ as final consonant =
(mcc)
tone you hear:
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hcce)
8. N Y 0| W
(mcc)
tone you hear:
(Icc)
tone you hear:
(hce)
tone you hear:

1. How many tones can you make when using mid class consonants under live syllable rules?

2. when mid class consonants e.g. 0, 9, @, @, 1, 1 except & become final consonants are they followed by

either live or dead syllable rules regardless of the length of the vowels?

3.What tone marks can be used with mid class consonants under live syllable rules and what tones do you hear?

4. When low class consonants such as, 8, 3, & , and? are final consonants are they followed by either live or

dead syllable rules regardless of either short or long vowels?
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Pronunciation and

Monopthong Vowels phonetic symbols
phonetics symbol Thai vowel example
i 2(0) kit
ii "‘( ) see
© - led
ce b (L) gay
a g/ . cup
aa 2A(0) car
u ut
+() p
uu t oo
4 ()
0 1o t 6 = table in Thai
00 1..) go
5 L...9Y a bout (give stress to the ‘a’)
ce b...®, [JN__ her
a Lh...& n 4 = to suggest
aa LL...(_) bear
u ‘ﬂ( ) n il k= to assume in Thai
uu (a) or( ) U h h (pronouced with long vowel)
o .Y s o ¢ k (but make the sound
o short)
00

cau ght, 1 aw,
i aw
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Note: ... represents initial consonant and (_) represents final consonant except the one with * which either needs 8 or the final

consonant.



Diphthongs ( two vowels)

ia I:El(_) beer

ua o, () b ua = lotus
ua b.a(_) rua = boat

aw b...0 m aw = fo be drunk
aaw ~a12or (L) n ow

Iw S aor () h iw = to be hungry
oW qu r ew = to be quick
cow b.. 3 0r () | eew = fo be bad
&y Tl 1 . Zaor () bi

aay Lagor () b ye

00y I gor () d ooy = by, with, by means of
oY .2 gor () b oy

ey b.. & or (_) kh eey = ever

Thriphthongs (three vowels)

law L. 29 th iaw = to visit, to go out
uay .18 r uay = to be rich
uay L. “an p luay = to be naked
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vowels

In Thai

o
o

_a(no final con.)

.

_O(no final con.)

_ﬂ(no final con.)

.0

_Q(no final con.)

o/

.

ua

Ib..o

_&a(no final con.)

WE

_]. a(no final con.)

al

)..d

_lay_

L.y

uay

1.

_aY o final con.)

1...

_aAY o final con.)

_aY o final con.)

WOLE:

- 9

ru_/ ri_

_—

ruu

!

lu / i

.

luu

* this group
is hardly used.

Notice: long vowels are pronounced as mid tone, short vowel s as low tone, except the last two

short vowels with * they are pronouced as high tone as they are combined with ¥ and &.
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oS0

syllables ending with a long vowel (except 1.8, .

2. syllables ending with v u u 5 & & W 7 au & regardless of the length of the vowel

Az and hay)

initial consonant no tone Vlﬁ LA \13:] 11/] Vlﬁ 65 Vlﬁ ﬁ’m—n
mark
mid class conso- mid tone low tone falling tone | high tone rising tone
nants:
AN AN o R R
N6 ‘i] 6 ja] (daa) daa) daa) (daa) daa)
| ﬂ 2 o Y & & Y
U aU nU aU U
(dan) dan dan) dan) dan)
high class rising tone low tone falling tone
consonants:
U1 ?.h ?j'] no form no form
U 5 W N (khaa) (khaa) (khaa)
o o &
QR ¢ 29U 21U AU
(khan) (khan) (khan)
a. low class conso- | mid tone falling tone | high tone
nants (pair up with
high consonants): AN ﬂl 1 ﬂ" 1
AN U al (khaa) khaa) khaa) no form no form
o Y &
NaNNNW | [y AU AU
a N s (khan) (khan) (khan)
b. the rest of low
class consonants: , o
JUMUAI Ul 1'{1 u,—] no form no form
(maa) maa) maa)
A B A 3 W | ae | e
(nang) (nang) (nang)

Note: The high class consonants and their pairs can make up five tones like mid class consonants and
both can produce the falling tone, but have different forms. The low class without pairs follow the same

rules.
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RS0

syllables ending with a short vowel and including 1. eig

2. syllables ending with sounds p, t and k—they are from mid class, high class and their pairs from low
class consonants (note the low class without pairs are considered live sounds) regardless of the length of

sAzand way)

the vowel,
initial consonant nﬁqg‘;ﬂe Witan 1310 1615 WA
mid class conso- low tone falling tone | high tone
nants:
(O} (O} O}
N6 i] 9 i] da no form da da no form
uila AN A1n | @a1An
(daak) daak) daak)
high class low tone falling tone
consonants:
a3 ﬂ i N U no form U no form no form
&khd) &kha)
d A o ‘Vi oﬂ’ﬂ oﬁ’ﬂ
khat kha)
UM A6
(khaat) khaat)
a. low class conso- | high tone falling tone high tone
nants (pair up with
high consonants): !
g / AY Ay
A A ?j &l khé) khé)
! no form
MS NN ﬁﬂ ﬁ/ﬂ no form no form
AN khat) khat)
b. the rest of low
class consonants:
JUM NS 5
aw £l &4 UIN no form UN no form no form
v maak) maak)

Note: in low class of both a and b—the length of the vowels have an impact on the tones, whereas with

the mid and high class the tone stays the same.
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